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“The Calculus Affair” was published by Hergé in 1956. One of the greatest 
cartoonists of the twentieth century, he chose Switzerland, and specifically 
Nyon, to spice up the plot of Professor Calculus’ disappearance.  
 

 
 
Incidentally, this character was inspired by  
 
Auguste Piccard, a scientist and Bertrand  
 
Piccard’s grandfather, himself a fan of  
 
Tintin!! 
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Lakeside view of the castle of Nyon 

Coat of arms, town of Nyon 

1. Nyon, destination with various faces 

Ideally located between Lausanne and Geneva, the Nyon region offers many different 

attractions. Its rich cultural heritage and a vast choice of regional products make Nyon 

a dream destination with sights to discover, places to relax and new dishes to taste. 

From the Jura Mountain to the sunny shores of Lake Geneva, whether on holidays or on 

business, local and international visitors can fulfill their most diverse wishes. 

With more than 20’000 inhabitants and a surface of 6.8 sqkm Nyon has managed to 

remain a small town. The friendly and almost village-like atmosphere comes to life 
during animated conversations on Saturday morning market days. Spanning over 47 

townships the district of Nyon has more than 98’000 inhabitants. It is the second 
largest after Lausanne in the Canton of Vaud. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Altitude: 398m (Nyon) – 1660m 
(La Dôle) 
Number of inhabitants: 20’889 
(Nyon) – 98’000 (district) 
Official language: French 
Country: Switzerland – 
Canton: Vaud 
Currency: Swiss francs (CHF) 
Climate: temperate 
 

#mynyonregion 

www.lacote-tourisme.ch 
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Nyon harbor. Shown from left to right are the flags of Nyon, Switzerland and the canton of Vaud 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You can choose how best to spend your time: with your family, your friends or simply 

as a couple. From May to October Nyon and its surroundings benefit from a mild and 
sunny climate. In July and August temperatures often peak above 25°C. This is the 

perfect time for water sports and swimming, or to take part in one of the numerous 

events in the region, from music festivals, to sporting events or even the Désalpe 
(when the cow herds descend from their summer pastures). From November onwards, 

after the grape harvest, winter rapidly sets in, and for the great joy of winter sport 
enthusiasts, covers the Jura mountain tops with a coat of snow until the end of March. 

Besides tourism the Nyon region has been a particularly welcoming place for a number 
of major multinational companies. Situated halfway between Geneva and Lausanne and 

easily accessible from major European cities, Nyon offers an ideal setting for 
international companies. Over the years many have chosen to establish themselves in 

Nyon, including UEFA, GSK, Beckman Coulters and Edward Lifesciences. 
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The statue of Julius Cesar near the Roman 
Museum in Nyon 

The roman aqueduct discovered in Nyon in 
2013 

A piece from the Museum of History and 
Porcelain in Nyon 

2. Scene of more than two thousand 

years of history 

Behind the appearance of a tranquil small town, modern Nyon is hiding a prestigious 

past. In the peaceful old town’s alleyways curious visitors are confronted with a cultural 
heritage more than 2000 years old. Numerous vestiges of the civilizations that have 

settled in the area one after the other are still visible today: the Roman columns at the 

Place des Maronniers and the amphitheater, discovered in 1996, as well as the castle of 
Nyon, which was enlarged between 1574 and 1583. 

Although Nyon’s past reaches back to the Helvetians, it was under the Romans that the 
town really began to flourish. It was called Noviodunum then and was known as a 

major axis across the Roman Empire. Under Julius Cesar it became the center of the 
Iulia Equestris and remained a powerful colony for over two centuries. During the third 

century, after the fall of the colony, some of the stone blocks of what was Roman Nyon 
ended up in the old fortifications of Geneva and Lausanne. 

Later, towards the end of the eighteenth century and with the development of trade, 
Nyon regained both prestige and prosperity. Several buildings dating back to the 1780’s 

still bear witness to Nyon’s past splendor. During that same period, between 1781 and 
1813, the town’s porcelain manufacture attained its highest production level. The best 

pieces have become part of today’s collections and can be seen in the castle of Nyon 
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3. From culinary highlights to local specialties 

The Nyon region is also known for its culinary art. From the small village inns to the 

lakeside terraces, each is proud to offer its own specialties… and tantalize the taste 
buds of the gourmet traveler. 

With no less than 9 listed restaurants for a total of more than 118 GaultMillau points 

and the latest quality menus, the entire range of Vaud cuisine is at your service.  
Seasonal treats, including perch filets in the summer, venison dishes in the fall and 

fondue in the winter, will appeal to good-food lovers. 

 

 

 

Recipe for Malakoffs – Serves 4: 

Grate the cheese, put it in a bowl and add the flour, 

the eggs, the garlic, the pepper and the nutmeg, mix 

well. Slowly add the wine until the mixture becomes 

smooth and even. 

Spread the mixture onto each slice of bread and 

shape into a 3 cm high dome. 

In a deep frying pan heat enough oil to 180°C and 

place the bread slices in the pan, cheese side first. 

Cook until golden on both sides. 

Drain onto paper towel and serve immediately. 

Ingrédients : 

500g  strong gruyere cheese 

3tbs   flour 

1-2    garlic gloves 

2       eggs 

1dl    dry white wine 

         Pepper, nutmeg 

8       slices toast bread 

 

Malakoff 

Wines of the region 
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16 - Auberge 
communale de Bogis-

Bossey 

 www.auberge-bogis-
bossey.ch 

14 - Auberge la Clef 
d’Or 

 www.laclefdor.ch 

13 - Auberge du 
Chasseur  

www.aubergeduchasseur.ch 

13 - Auberge 
communale de l’Etoile 

www.aubergelarippe.ch 

13 - Café du marché 
www.lecafedumarche.ch 

13 - Auberge Le 
Relais www.auberge-

relais.ch 

12 – Brasserie Le 
Rive www.hotel-le-rive.ch 

12 - Café de l’Union 
www.cafe-union.ch 

12- Restaurant Le 
Huit www.labarcarolle.ch 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to gastronomic highlights 
many restaurants are proud to serve 
traditional local dishes. Sitting at the 
table of one of the many inns that 
populate the villages nested among the 
vineyards, nothing gives you more 
pleasure than sampling a malakoff, local 
grilled bacon, papet vaudois or the 
renowned bouchons vaudois (cork-shaped 
chocolates)… accompanied by a glass of 
local wine.  

While the region of La Côte is known for 
its culinary specialties, the art of wine-
making is just as famous. Planted along 
gentle slopes, vineyards turn this part of 
the country into something unique. An 
integral part of AOC La Côte, Nyon counts 
the largest wine-producing surface in the 
Canton of Vaud, covering more than 270 
hectares. 

The whole district of Nyon covers 1’143 
hectares. Because of its position close to 
the lake, it enjoys good climatic 
conditions with low rainfall and lots of 
sunshine. If you want to discover the 
local wines one by one do not miss the 
open-cellar weekend, which takes place 
once a year in mid-May. During the rest 
of the year, wine-growers are happy to 
welcome visitors to taste the wine of their 
estate. Finally, to round up your tour with 
a promenade, you can choose from a 
number of trails that cross the vineyards. 
The Mont- sur-Rolle vineyard trail, for 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

instance, guides the stroller along a 6km 

educational path with breathtaking 
views over Lake Leman and the 

surrounding mountains. 

 
 

Wineyard of Luins 

Gault & Millau Points 
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4. Tradition and culture, an amazing heritage! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That Nyon is a dynamic region can be seen not only from the number of annual events 
but also from its rich cultural life. 

Local communes provide ample recreational opportunities and numerous associations 

offer a complete range of activities. On the cultural side, a multitude of archeological 
sites, castles, churches, architectural buildings and other monuments offer visitors a 

glimpse of the long history of this ancient Roman colony. 

In downtown Nyon, the Roman Museum and the Castle of Nyon deal with two 

important periods of history. The first museum takes you back to the Roman period 

with exhibits of ruins found locally, while the second one, housed in the castle of Nyon, 
takes you to the more recent history of the town itself and its buildings. The Musée du 

Léman, or Lake Museum, reveals the secrets that hide beneath the clear waters of 
Western Europe’s biggest lake. Located by the lakeside, it was completely renovated in 

2012. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Panorama from the lakeshore of Nyon 

From top to bottom : Roman Museum, Castle of Nyon and the Lake Geneva Museum 
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Nyon’s surroundings also offer a wide variety of cultural activities. From the Castle of 
Prangins, the Swiss National Museum to the castles of Rolle and Coppet, with a stop at 

Bonmont Abbey and the small La Harpe island in Rolle,  or the Historical Farming 
Center at the Chiblins Mill, visitors can look at all aspects of local life: past or present, 

famous or unknown. 

When fall comes, nature and tradition dominate over culture. It is time for the popular 

St. Cergue Désalpe, when farmers and their herds - over 200 cows - leave the pastures 
nestled between La Cure and Saint-Cergue. In a joyful parade of ringing cow bells and 

flower-decorated horns they wind their way back to the low-lying plains and their 
respective farms. 

The Castle of Coppet traces the story of a famous family: that of the Swiss banker 

Jacques Necker, Finance Minister to Louis XVI and of his daughter, Mme de Staël, who 
went into exile there, because she opposed Napoleon. In Coppet she initiated her 

famous «Salon», a meeting place for European intellectuals. Since Necker’s death the 
castle has remained the property of his descendants. Today’s atmosphere is that of a 

living household with furnishings dating back to the eighteenth century.

Ile de La Harpe in Rolle 

Désalpe of St-Cergue 

Castle of Prangin, the Swiss National Museum 

Castle of Coppet 
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Winter in the region 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Only a few minutes away from winter 
pleasures 

Nyon and its region enjoy the immense advantage of being located at the foot of the 

Jura Mountains. Magical landscapes and the natural beauty of the mountains await both 
tourists and local residents. The sunny and family friendly ski area of St-Cergue with 

120 km of cross-country trails is accessible in less than one hour by car and can be 
reached via the Nyon-St-Cergue-La Cure train. Countless other recreational and sports 

activities are available in the area. You can hike on trails for walking or snowshoeing, or 
you can go mushing, sledding, telebob-sledding, ice skating and night skiing. Families 

appreciate the mountain domain of La Dôle because of its reasonable size. Since it was 
connected to the French skiing area of Les Jouvencelles and its numerous ski lifts, 

however, it has also attracted winter sports enthusiasts in general.  

Lastly, if you are not a winter sports fan, St-Cergue and its peaceful atmosphere offer 

other assets: a restorative calm and an invigorating climate combined with unspoiled 
nature and good family-friendly infrastructure. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

6. ... and summer fun 

Winter’s activities 
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Summer’s activities 

Situated close to the lake, at the heart of vineyards and less than one hour away from 

St-Cergue, the Nyon region offers an array of open-air activities, hiking trails and 
tours. In the summer there are plenty of options to choose from and everyone can find 

an occupation to fit his wishes and physical condition. 

If you are in good shape, you can hike along the 

crest of the Jura. The idyllic countryside in the 
Nature Park Jura Vaudois is yours to discover, 

whether on foot, on two wheels with a mountain 
bike, or at the handlebars of a rent-free bicycle. 

Other sports, like paragliding, hot-air ballooning, 
climbing, golf, swin- and footgolf complete these 

activities. 

If you prefer to take it easy, you can board a CGN 

Belle Epoque boat and explore one of the 
company’s numerous destinations. Yvoire, one of 

the prettiest villages in France, is closest to Nyon. 

A small medieval town, it greets thousands of 
visitors every year. Yvoire is famous for the 

delicious fried mini perches to be sampled on a 
terrace while enjoying the town’s picturesque 

charm. Finally, on the grounds of the castle 
perched above the village, the “Garden of the Five 

Senses” guides curious visitors through a maze of 
plants. 

Still outdoors, public parks will delight 
young and old plant lovers. Plants and 

flowers can be admired in the Bourg 
de Rive park with its flower mosaic, 

the Boiron educational path, the 
Duche garden vineyard, and the 

Prangins castle gardens. On days 

when the sun is not shining, there are 
plenty of indoor options: the movies, 

bowling, billiards, fitness clubs … For 

a day of wellness, head to the 

thermal baths in Divonne-les-Bains. 
Less than half an hour from Nyon, in 

nearby France, the Divonne complex 
provides a complete choice of 

treatments and places to stay. 

Lastly, if you are a fan of agritourism, 

you can relax on a farm or in a cabin, 
sleep on straw or in a bed, in the 

country or in the mountains. You are 
free to discover about life on a farm, taste 

traditional foods, have brunch or visit a farm market. 

Mountain bikes 
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7. Ideas for excursions in the region 

Half a day: 

 From Geneva/Lausanne take 
the “Coppet” exit of the 

motorway, go down along 
“Route de Divonne”, then 

“Route de Coppet” 

 Pass in front of the Castle, 
through the centre of Coppet 

and follow the “Route Suisse” in 
the direction of Nyon and 

Prangins 
 You will pass the UEFA Building 

and along the shores of the 
Lake Geneva in Nyon. Keep 

going along the “Route de 
Suisse” in the direction of 

Prangins 
 Visit the Garden of the Castle of Prangins and eventually a quick tour of the Swiss 

National Museum (www.nationalmuseum.ch) 

 Pass through the Villages Luins, Vinzel, Bursins, etc. to discover the vineyard of La 

Côte with its view on the Lake Geneva and The Mont Blanc on the “Route de 

l’Etraz” 
 In Rolle, take the Motorway back to Geneva/Lausanne 

A day: 

 From Geneva/Lausanne take the “Coppet” exit of the motorway, go down along 

“Route de Divonne”, then “Route de Coppet” 
 Visit the Castle and the village of Coppet (www.chateaudecoppet.com) 

 Follow the “Route Suisse” in the direction of Nyon 
 Visit of the city of Nyon with a stop in the 3 museums: Roman Museum 

(www.mrn.ch), Castle of Nyon (www.chateaudenyon.ch) and Lake Geneva  
Museum (www.museeduleman.ch) 

 Pass through the Villages Luins, Vinzel, Bursins, etc. to discover the vineyard of La 
Côte with its view on the Lake Geneva and The Mont Blanc on the “Route de 

l’Etraz” 
 Taste the local speciality, the Malakoff and the wine from the region in “Auberge de 

Luins” (www.aubergedeluins.ch) or “Restaurant du Coeur de La Côte” 

(www.malakoffvinzel.ch ) 
 Drive up hillside to St-Cergue (1’041m) and enjoy a hike in the quiet nature of the 

Jura mountains 
 Continue to Prangins, a small village which hosts a Swiss National Museum and a 

beautiful garden 

 

For more information about the Grand Tour: 

www.grandtour.myswitzerland.com  

Photospot of the Grand Tour of Switzerland in Coppet 

http://www.nationalmuseum.ch/
http://www.chateaudecoppet.com/
http://www.mrn.ch/
http://www.chateaudenyon.ch/
http://www.museeduleman.ch/
http://www.aubergedeluins.ch/
http://www.malakoffvinzel.ch/
http://www.grandtour.myswitzerland.com/
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A weekend: 

Day 1 

 From Geneva/Lausanne take the “Coppet” exit of the motorway, go down along 
“Route de Divonne”, then “Route de Coppet” 

 Visit the Castle and the village of Coppet (www.chateaudecoppet.com) 

 Taste the regional chocolate at the chocolaterie Guillaume Bichet 
 Follow the “Route Suisse” in the direction of Nyon 

 Visit of the city of Nyon with a stop in the 3 museums: Roman Museum 
(www.mrn.ch), Castle of Nyon (www.chateaudenyon.ch) and Lake Geneva Museum 

(www.museeduleman.ch) 
 Pass through the Villages Luins, Vinzel, Bursins, etc. to discover the vineyard of La 

Côte with its view on the Lake Geneva and The Mont Blanc on the “Route de 
l’Etraz” 

 Taste the local speciality, the Malakoff and the wine from the region in “Auberge de 
Luins” (www.aubergedeluins.ch) or “Restaurant du Coeur de La Côte” 

(www.malakoffvinzel.ch ) 
 Take a walk along the Quai of Rolle to discover “l’Ile de la Harpe” and the Castle 

 Spare time in the evening, dinner possibilities (www.lacote-
tourisme.ch/fr/Z535/restaurants) 

Day 2 

 Visit of the Swiss National Museum and its garden in Prangins 
 Visit of the animal park of La Garenne, a park with animals of the Swiss forest. 

 Travel up to St-Cergue to taste a Swiss fondue in a typical restaurant of the village 
(www.cafe-restaurant-du-jura.ch) 

 Enjoy a hike in the quiet nature of the Jura mountains and discover the view over 
the Lake Geneva and the Alps 

 Go back to Nyon and enjoy an aperitif along the lakeshores 
  

Animal park La Garenne 

http://www.chateaudecoppet.com/
http://www.mrn.ch/
http://www.chateaudenyon.ch/
http://www.museeduleman.ch/
http://www.aubergedeluins.ch/
http://www.malakoffvinzel.ch/
http://www.lacote-tourisme.ch/fr/Z535/restaurants
http://www.lacote-tourisme.ch/fr/Z535/restaurants
http://www.cafe-restaurant-du-jura.ch/
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8. A business-friendly international 
environment 

Close to Lausanne and Geneva and easily accessible from major European cities, the 

Nyon region is a preferred destination for business travel. Business travelers are attracted 
by the international and multicultural atmosphere created by all the multinational 

companies who have established their headquarters here. 

This explains why there are many accommodation possibilities, some of which with in-

house meeting facilities. Fully equipped rooms and special services are available to host 

any kind of event to one’s full satisfaction. In addition to hotel facilities, meetings can be 
organized at different types of venues, such as the more intimate atmosphere of a local 

wine cellar, a conference room with adjustable walls, or a plenary hall for high-profile 
events. The choice is yours. 

The main hotels of the Region: 

Hotels Cat. beds Rooms For more info  

Best Western Chavannes-

de-Bogis 

3 236 173 www.hotel-chavannes.ch   

Château de Bossey (2-4) 146 90 www.bossey.com 

Nyon Hostel (3) 128 25 www.nyonhostel.ch  

Base Nyon – Hôtel 
residences 

4 104 52 www.basenyon.com 

Les Alpes 3 85 53 www.alpes-nyon.ch 

La Barcarolle  4+ 78 39 www.labarcarolle.ch  

Le Real Nyon 4 70 30 www.hotelrealnyon.ch   

 Le Rive 4 54 29 www.hotel-le-rive.ch 

Hostellerie XVIe siècle 2+ 38 19 www.16eme.com 

Château de Bonmont 4 36 18 www.bonmont.com 

Auberge de l'Etoile Duillier (3) 30 17 www.auberge-de-duillier.ch  

L'Ange (3) 14 14 www.hoteldelange.ch  

 

  

http://www.hotel-chavannes.ch/
http://www.bossey.com/
http://www.nyonhostel.ch/
http://www.basenyon.com/
http://www.alpes-nyon.ch/
http://www.labarcarolle.ch/
http://www.hotelrealnyon.ch/
http://www.hotel-le-rive.ch/
http://www.16eme.com/
http://www.bonmont.com/
http://www.auberge-de-duillier.ch/
http://www.hoteldelange.ch/
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Team building activities and rooms for conference 

Key Figures for the District of Nyon 

Number of rooms >880 

Number of beds >1’560 

Number of multifunctional rooms 90 

Maximum capacity 500 pax 

Number of meeting rooms 53 

Maximum capacity 350 pax 

 
 

 

Finally, on a more recreational note, the Nyon region lends itself to all kinds of activities. 

Because of its proximity to the Alps, Lake Leman and the vineyards, you can easily 

change scenery while enhancing communication skills within the company. 
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9. An event for each season 

During the entire year, the Nyon region comes alive with a series of events, exhibitions 
and shows. There are cultural, musical and sports events for every season, each with 

their own uniqueness. The program is too rich for a detailed report, so below is a list of 
the main events. 

The year begins with snow sports in St-
Cergue and two races. The first one, in 

January, is a mountaineering ski race 

called Dôlapo. The second one, in March, 
is the popular La Dôle downhill ski race. 

At the end of February, the Hivernales 
Festival gives modern music lovers a 

chance to make interesting discoveries 
and invites the public to stroll around 

the town of Nyon during winter. 
Because of its set up, Les Hivernales 

permits contact between the public and 
the performing artists, which would be 

difficult if not impossible at other 
festivals.  

The stars perform at two main locations, l’Usine à Gaz and the Salle Communale 
(town hall). With a more intimate programming atmosphere, OFF stages give this 

festival its special character. Over 100 volunteers join their energy and passion for 

music and culture during Les Hivernales to provide the public with unforgettable 
moments. 

As the only documentary film festival in 
Switzerland, Visions du Réel enjoys 
international fame and is considered one of 
the most important festivals in the world in 
the field of documentary productions. 

Each year in April, for over a week, more 
than 30’000 cinephiles and film industry 

professionals come together in Nyon. 

Visions du Réel is one of the rare 
international film festivals in Switzerland 

featuring a majority of world and 

international premieres. Multiple workshops, 

forums and master classes involving film 
makers from all over the world are incorporated as sidebar events to film screenings 

(over 200). As part of Visions du Réel on Tour, documentary films are shown in 
different parts of Switzerland during the course of the entire year. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Hivernales Festival 

Festival Vision du Réel 
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The Caribana festival, with its human scale has meant fun and amusement for the past 

twenty-five years. It is a place to meet with friends and relax. Ideally located half-way 
between Lausanne and Geneva, on the 

shores of Lake Leman, this modern 
music festival has won over the public, 

the artists and the volunteer workers. 
In a fun and friendly atmosphere, 

festival-goers can listen to renowned 
artists as well as to new-comers on 

the Swiss, the European and even the 
international scene. Rock, pop, 

reggae, blues, hip-hop and funk are 
performed in succession on two 

stages. Sunday is the festival’s last 
day, and although it was initially 

destined for children, it has grown with 

them and is now devoted to teenagers 
and fsmilies. Caribateens is geared for 

the young and provides a nice stepping stone for upcoming talents in the region. 

Since 1976, when 1800 people assembled in Nyon’s town hall for the so-called “First 

Folk Festival”, Paleo Festival has become a must among European musical events. 
Paleo has been growing steadily since its creation. Constantly innovating, it has also 

become more professional. Over 250 concerts and shows are presented every year to 
230’000 spectators. The grounds of the festival encompass 84 hectares at L’Asse, an 

area just above Nyon. So far, more than 6 million people have contributed to the 
unfailing success of this event. 

For more than fifteen years Paleo has been fully booked even before its gates open and 
its popularity continues to increase. Over 600 media representatives covered yearly the 
outstanding edition, with concerts by unforgettable legendary performers and artistic 
stage sets that invite one to dream and contemplate. 

  

Caribana Festival 

Paléo Festival 
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Each year in August, the Far° Performing Arts Festival pleasantly disrupts life in Nyon. 

During two weeks, the town turns into a major meeting place for scenic art lovers. As 
the only summer event of its kind in 

the region, it explores new grounds – 
from the theatre, to dance and 

performance – and provides ideal 
conditions for artistic creativity. From 

its beginning, Far° has featured Swiss 
and international performers in a 

program, where ambition and 
originality are combined with the aim 

of bringing the most radical 
contemporary productions to the 

Swiss- Romand public. 

Again in August, although on a more 

sportive note, the Nyon triathlon 

begins at Colovray stadium and takes 
athletes on a highly demanding course. Finally with autumn, it is time once again to 

enjoy the streets of Nyon. For two days in October, in a friendly and lighthearted 
atmosphere, the town celebrates the arrival of fall and the grape harvest. 

 

 

 

FAR° Festival 

Triathlon of Nyon 
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